Normal hepatic growth: study of the proliferative capacity and apoptosis of the normal liver during childhood.
We explored the mechanism of normal hepatic growth in children by evaluating the proliferation index (with Ki-67 antibody) and apoptosis index (with the ApopTag kit). The proliferative index is almost constant, but the level of apoptosis is very low in childhood and increases with age. Thus the growth of the liver in children is not due to a high proliferation index, but to a very low apoptosis index.